
 August 04, 2020 249 

 

COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
August 4, 2020 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver introduced Ray Rosas from the City Clerk’s Office 

and welcomed him to the City of Dunkirk.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver congratulated Dunkirk Police Officer Eddie Pagan 

on his retirement after over 20 years on the Dunkirk Police Department.  

 

 Present: Councilman Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

Also present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Clerk, City Assessor Mleczko, 

City Treasurer Woods, Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building 

and Zoning Inspectors Christner, Personnel Director Hayden, and Police Chief Ortolano. 

 

Excused: Rebecca Wurster 

 

Certification of the Tuesday, July 21, 2020 Common Council Meeting was read by City 

Clerk Ramos.   

 

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, July 21, 2020 Common Council Meeting 

be dispensed with. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Stoyle. 

  

 Carried, all voting aye.              

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

    

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

Loudspeaker application request from Black in Action to use music and speakers to relay 

valuable community information at an event to be held for youth and families at Washington Park on 

August 15, 2020 from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to appropriate 

departments as well as subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to refer. Seconded by Councilman Williams. 
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Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Loudspeaker application request from Yesica S. Hernandez Ramos to use amps and speakers 

for a baby shower at the Point Gratiot Lower Pavilion on July 20, 2020 from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to appropriate 

departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to refer. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Loudspeaker application request from Suzett Bautista to use speakers for a birthday party at 

the Hose 4 Pavilion on August 9, 2020 from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver inquired of Chief Ortolano… “if the music does get 

too loud down at The Point where people are trying to enjoy it, and they don’t want to listen to their 

music, “Can they call the police department and have them do something about that?” Chief 

Ortolano advised, “if it’s very loud they should call the desk, we will send a car, the officer will use 

his or her judgement to determine whether they believe it’s too loud and ask them to turn it down.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to appropriate 

departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

Councilman Williams inquired of DPW Director Randy Woodbury, “if there was any 

possibility that the section of Lakefront Boulevard between Ocelot Street and Serval Street could 

be opened up. It gets really congested there and it would help the flow of traffic if it wasn’t a 

dead-end street.” 

 

Director Woodbury advised, “It’s the first time have heard about that request, but I think 

it’s a good one.  I will take some time to drive down there, to see if it’s something that can be 

done and if it can be done, we’ll do it.” 

 

Councilman Bamonto inquired of either Building and Zoning Officer Christener or 

CDBG Administrator Meaux if they knew when the house that is due for demolition on the 600 

Block of Canary Street is going to be demolished, thanked DPW for taking care of the potholes in 

the Second ward, advised the parks and beaches look great even with what has been going on the 

last week due to the weather, and expressed his disapproval on an article that was published in the 

Evening Observer last week by Vicki Westling 

 

Building and Zoning officer Christener advised we have contracts with an asbestos 

abatement contractor and a demolition contractor. The numbers have been received for the air 
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monitoring for the abatement and the demolition of the house on the 600 block of Canary should 

be taking place shortly.  

 

Councilman Stoyle thanked Police Chief Ortolano for holding a successful meeting at 

Washington Park to answer questions from residents of the Third Ward who had numerous 

complaints. The residents wanted to talk again in a month but Police Chief Ortolano advised that 

the National Night Out event will be held then and if the residents have any more complaints, 

they can address their concerns to Police Chief Ortolano on that date. The residents are very 

happy with the patrols but would like to see the street lighting improved. Councilman Stoyle 

inquired of DPW Director Woodbury about Grant Avenue, and the railings at the boardwalk.  

 

Chief Ortolano advised that he talked to DPW, gave them a list of the street pole numbers 

and they are going to fix the street lights.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised, the City is first going to patch the potholes around the 

whole City, Grant Avenue is on the list to do, but first a drainage issue needs to be fixed, or the 

water will sit on the pavement and deteriorate quickly. As for the railing at the boardwalk he has 

someone on the job to fix the railing who is a very good fabricator and already has some ideas in 

mind to fix the railing. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired of DPW Director Woodbury what some asphalt 

equipment was doing in the City, advised she had a conversation with Building and Zoning 

Officer Christner about windows and asked he gave an update. Councilwoman Nichols 

commented on purchase cost of the Stearns Building and the dog park and shelter, inquired how 

much taxes the City lost on the properties, and what the cost of the renovation will be to the City.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised, the asphalt equipment is for a county project on 

Franklin Avenue, Franklin Avenue was turned over to the County and the milling and paving are 

a county project, this project is not out of City tax dollars. The milling and paving of street will 

start shortly. They will do an excellent job.  DPW Director Woodbury also extended his 

condolences personally and professionally over the accident that occurred at the County landfill 

resulting in the loss of life of an independent contractor.  

 

Building and Zoning Officer Christner advised that the codes for window replacements 

on homes are updated every four years, in May a new restrictive code went into effect regarding 

energy conservation, when a resident is replacing a window in our zone it will require a u-value 

of 0.3 or less, there are very few windows that will meet the requirements, therefore, when a 

resident is a replacing windows you can’t go to a big box store and buy one that will meet the 

new energy codes.  

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “The difference is the operating costs like labor, wages, 

and fees which are paid from our general fund, which are our property taxes, and any State Aid 

that we receive. “The purchase of the Stearns Building and the building for the dog park facility 

were paid through State Grants. So, that didn’t come out of our general funds. In terms of the pre-

lawsuit settlement case in question from last year; there wasn’t a lawsuit filed. We were able to 

avoid the lawsuit with the settlement. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “The building for the dog park facility would have 

stayed vacant, there wasn’t a lot of demand for it, we weren’t competing with anybody to 

purchase that building, so we would have lost tax revenue regardless or the owner would have 

been paying taxes on an empty building because he was going out of business or moving to a new 
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facility, I don’t remember exactly. For the Stearns Building and I can get you the memo I gave to 

Council last year for all the new council members. “The math is this the building was paying 

about $4,000 total in taxes split between City, County, and the school district and it generated 

about $12,000 in rental revenue. Now, some of the rental revenue was us, so we don’t get a lot of 

that, but the net balance is a net positive to us. And the reason why we bought the Stearns 

Building is frankly because the Court facility which is now NYS currently pays rent for part of 

this building needed to expand as did our Police Department who are moving into the old DPW 

office and that was supposed to happen but it’s been slowed down with COVID, but they’re still 

in process because I just saw them painting the other day, and the DA’s office will likely take 

over my office where the law department is.” 

 

 City Attorney Morrisroe advised, the renovations are being done in house which is 

through the same State grant that was used to purchase the building. Additional work will have to 

be done but was setback due to COVID that will have to be bid out. I don’t know the figures, that 

is something that Building and Zoning Officer Christner and DPW Director Woodbury have been 

working with Mayor Rosas on. All the work that is being done is funded through a STATE 

grant.” 

 

   Councilman Bamonto inquired of City Attorney Morrisroe,” …wasn’t the Police 

Department out of compliance and also the court system which is why they had to move?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “The City of Dunkirk is considered an economically 

challenged City, the State gave us some wiggle room in terms of having an appropriate office 

space for the Public Defender’s office, the District Attorney, and the Police Department, but it 

was one of those things if there was ever money available which there was when we received the 

grant for the Stearns Building, we had to be in compliance which is why we expanded the space 

as we were outgrowing the traditional city hall footprint, that is why the Stearns Building was 

purchased, we already had half of the second floor, and there is some rental income, but the main 

reason was we were outgrowing this building.” 

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired, “Where are we on the LED lighting project? “Did 

COVID 19 set us back?” 

 

Mayor Wilfred Rosas advised, “I was in communication with the Secretary of State they 

are the ones that are administering the funds, as we are waiting for the funds, I have the project on 

hold until we receive the funds. Due to COVID the funds have been held back but I’m being told 

that it won’t be too long before we get them. Until we get the funds, I’m not authorizing for the 

project to continue, otherwise we are going to have to flip the bill for it and hope to get paid.  

 

Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver “Good idea let’s wait. Thanks Mayor.”  

 

Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver inquired of Building and Zoning Officer Christner 

of 17 East Courtney Street.   

 

 Building and Zoning Officer Christner advised there have been several complaints on that 

residence this year, in speaking with the owner it’s a tenant issue. He’s trying to fix it and the 

City will be offering assistance any way that it can.  

 

 Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver advised Building and Zoning Officer Christner of 

963 Central Avenue who are Fredonia residents have been seen leaving their trash on the property 

and are not abiding by the 24-hour rule for trash pick.  
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 Councilman Williams inquired, “Does that mean that people who own a house in the City 

of Dunkirk but don’t live in the City can put trash out?” 

 

 City Treasurer Mark Woods advised even if you own the property you are not entitled to 

bring your trash to the property you own in the City as per city code.  

 

 Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver inquired of DPW Director Woodbury about the 

possibility of speaking with Development Director Wurster to apply for a grant where maybe it 

would allow the City to put security cameras around Memorial Park, by the lakefront, and 

Washington Park. It’s sad to say but it’s coming to that day in time where cameras are needed in 

society today.  

 

 DPW Director Woodbury advised he agrees with the idea. We currently have an 

electrical engineer working at the wastewater plant who can provide us with the latest in video 

camera surveillance where the price would be minimal, they would be miniaturized cameras with 

the ability to record a lot and Promenschenkel Stadium would be added to the list. I would like to 

invite him to the next DPW meeting once a plan is set where all the cameras in the City would be 

the same and would have the capability to have certain employees to log in and look at the 

footage. It would be replacing some of our equipment that is outdated and doesn’t have quite the 

same resolution as the products out today. The new cameras would allow users to be able to read 

license plates, identify people, and prevent people from out of the City limits to dump trash and 

be identified as a non-city taxpayer. This new wave of the future would take a burden away from 

the Parks Department and the Police Department.  

 

 Councilman Bamonto added the cameras would be a great addition as it would help with 

accidents or if someone get hurts.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

 None 

 

PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 
RESOLUTION #84-2020 

August 4, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 
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APPROVAL OF 2021-2023 CONSOLIDATED PLAN AND 2020 ANNUAL 

ACTION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF DUNKIRK’S COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk (Dunkirk) receives funding each year from 

the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through 

the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program; and 

 
WHEREAS, the CDBG program provides much-needed funding to improve 

our community by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, and 

by expanding economic opportunities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dunkirk will receive $465,122 in funding for the 2020 CDBG 

program year; and 

 

WHEREAS, HUD requires CDBG communities to prepare a Consolidated 

Plan that outlines community needs and a strategic vision for future years of the 

CDBG program; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dunkirk also prepares an Annual Action Plan each year which 

identifies the one-year goals and allocations of CDBG funds to programs and 

activities for the current program year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Planning and Development staff have worked 

diligently over the past months to prepare the 2021-2023 Consolidated Plan and 

2020 Annual Action Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Planning and Development staff have, in preparing these plans, 

followed the necessary public participation protocols that are described in our 

Citizen Participation Plan, which have allowed community members ample 

opportunity to comment on the Plans as they have been prepared; now, 

therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, the Common Council hereby approves the City of Dunkirk 

2021-2023 Consolidated Plan and 2020 Annual Action Plan for the CDBG program, 

to be submitted to HUD for final review and approval.  

 

 Councilman Williams advised to make a motion to add one sentence to last 

paragraph and also attach the list to the amended resolution.  

 

 Councilman Williams made a motion to amend resolution. Seconded by 

Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye. 
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AMENDED RESOLUTION #84-2020 

August 4, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 

 

 

APPROVAL OF 2021-2023 CONSOLIDATED PLAN AND 2020 ANNUAL ACTION 

PLAN FOR THE CITY OF DUNKIRK’S COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

(CDBG) PROGRAM 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk (Dunkirk) receives funding each year from 

the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through 

the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the CDBG program provides much-needed funding to improve 

our community by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, and 

by expanding economic opportunities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dunkirk will receive $465,122 in funding for the 2020 CDBG 

program year; and 

 

WHEREAS, HUD requires CDBG communities to prepare a Consolidated 

Plan that outlines community needs and a strategic vision for future years of the 

CDBG program; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dunkirk also prepares an Annual Action Plan each year which 

identifies the one-year goals and allocations of CDBG funds to programs and 

activities for the current program year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Planning and Development staff have worked 

diligently over the past months to prepare the 2021-2023 Consolidated Plan and 

2020 Annual Action Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Planning and Development staff have, in preparing these plans, 

followed the necessary public participation protocols that are described in our 

Citizen Participation Plan, which have allowed community members ample 

opportunity to comment on the Plans as they have been prepared; now, 

therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, the Common Council hereby approves the City of Dunkirk 

2021-2023 Consolidated Plan and 2020 Annual Action Plan for the CDBG program, 

as amended, to be submitted to HUD for final review and approval. A list of 

subrecipients and their awards, as amended, is hereto attached.  
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2020 Dunkirk CDBG Award Subrecipients 

Applicant Awarded Project National Objective 

Dunkirk Historical 

Society 

$25,000.00 Museum 

Renovation 

Low-Mod Area 

Benefit 

Chau Co Land 

Bank 

$40,000.00 Acquisition/Rehab Low-Mod Housing 

Dunkirk Public 

Library 

$2,000.00 After School Snack 

Program 

Low-Mod Lim 

Clientele 

Boys & Girls Club $32,700.00 After School 

Program 

Low-Mod Lim 

Clientele 

COI $15,000.00 Owner-Occupied 

Housing Rehab 

Low-Mod Housing 

Salvation Army $10,000.00 Food Pantry Low-Mod Area 

Benefit 

CHRIC $30,000.00 Closing Cost Assist. Low-Mod Housing 

CHRIC $30,000.00 1st Time 

Homebuyers 

Low-Mod Housing 

CHRIC $60,000.00 Emergency Roof 

Repair 

Low-Mod Housing 

Access to the Arts $5,000.00 Building Repairs Low-Mod Area 

Benefit 

Dunkirk Dev. 

Dept. 

$70,000.00 Improvements Low-Mod Area 

Benefit 

Dunkirk Dev. 

Dept. 

$49,398.00 Demolitions Low-Mod Area 

Benefit 

Dunkirk Dev. 

Dept. 

$3,000.00 Tree Planting Low-Mod Area 

Benefit 

Dunkirk Dev. 

Dept. 

$25,000.00 NRG Feasibility 

Study 

N/A 

Dunkirk Dev. 

Dept. 

$68,024.00 Grant 

Administration 

N/A 

 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to accept the amended resolution. 

Seconded by Councilman Williams. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye. 

   
RESOLUTION #85-2020 

August 4, 2020 

 

 

   

BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 

 

INTRO NO. 7 TO LOCAL LAW NO. 7-2020 
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CITY OF DUNKIRK 

 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND CITY CODE – 

CHAPTER 76 SECTION 70 

 

WHEREAS, in order to make the area around the City of Dunkirk 

Basketball Courts, Baseball, Softball and Little League Fields between and 

around Wright Park and School #7 safer for the City’s children, it has been 

deemed prudent to lower the speed limit to 15 miles per hour; now, 

therefore, be it 

 

ENACTED by the Common Council of the City of Dunkirk, New York, 

as follows: 

  

 

ADD 

 

§ 76-70. Maximum Speed Limits. 

 

A) 4) Fifteen (15) miles per hour is hereby established as the 

maximum speed limit at which vehicles may proceed on 

streets surrounding the City of Dunkirk Basketball Courts, 

Baseball, Softball and Little League Fields, including Wright 

Park Drive, North Warsaw Street, North Serval Street, and 

East Pine Street (between North Serval Street and North 

Warsaw Street). 

 

 

Effective Date. 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the 

Secretary of State, after the necessary public hearing is held at the next 

regularly scheduled Common Council meeting and after a majority vote in 

favor by the Common Council after said public hearing, and upon 

registration with the New York State Department of State if passed. 

 

 

8/04/2020:     Councilman Williams advised a motion was needed to Table Resolution 

#85-2020 for a public hearing to be held on August 18, 2020 at 5:20 PM. 

 

 Councilwoman Williams made a motion to Table. Seconded by Councilwoman 

Nichols.  
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 Carried, all voting aye to TABLE Resolution #85-2020 for a Public Hearing to be 

held on August 18, 2020 at 5:20 PM. 

 

 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 

None.   

  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilman Williams moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilwoman Stoyle. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:03 PM                                                   Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


